
 
Kulp Reunion Newsletter 2023-08      31 August 2023 

 
 Daniel Kolb Cassel, Part 1 

 
Hi KKC Extended Family, 
 
Hope you all had a wonderful summer!  

I started to write about Daniel Kolb Cassel, author of the Kulp Family History book, thinking it 
would be a quick and easy topic, but the more I dug, the more I found.  So, this will be a three-
newsletter topic.  I hope you find it interesting.  Links to the sources I used for the whole paper 
on Cassel follow the article.   

As always, please send me your questions, corrections, comments, and suggestions. 

Jack Oberholtzer 
Secretary, Kolb, Kulp, Culp Family Association 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Daniel Kolb Cassel (1820-1898) was born on April 22, 1820, on the family farm in Upper Salford 
Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.   
 
His father, Jacob Clemens Cassel (1792-1878), was a fifth-generation farmer and weaver on the 
same plot of ground near Schwenksville originally purchased by Hurbert Cassel around 1730. 
Jacob married Wilhelmina Kolb (1800-1876) on 7 March 1819, and they had four sons: Daniel 
(1820-1898), Abraham (1822-1892), Samuel (1826-1891) and Jacob (1834-1907). Jacob, the 
father, also served a term on the School Board in Upper Salford school district. Both were 
Mennonites and are buried at Salford Mennonite Church. 
 
Always eager to learn, Daniel taught himself many subjects. Growing up, was employed on his 
father’s farm and learned the art of linen weaving from his father. He received the limited 
education the county schools afforded during that time period, about forty to fifty days a year, 
just basic reading, writing and arithmetic. But he devoted his leisure time, often till midnight, in 
studying his lessons, so he actually acquired more knowledge through his own efforts at home 
than in school. At the age of nineteen, he was urged by and accepted the residents request to 
take charge of his neighborhood school. But he soon felt inadequate in his ability, and at the 
close of the term, he entered a select school for one term. He then returned and taught in the 
public schools around Norristown for twenty years.  He continued his extra studies, in order to 
enable him to teach the more advanced lessons in grammar, geography, and the higher 
branches of mathematics. Daniel also served in his School Board four years. During that time, 
he was urged to accept the office of County Superintendent of the Public Schools, which he 
declined.  
 
When he was 25, Daniel Cassel married Elizabeth A. Kolb (1825-1925) on 17 September 1845 
and they lived in Lower Salford Township for many years before moving to Philadelphia by 
1880.  The couple had three sons: Simeon (1846-1920), Jonas (1849- ), and Abel (1852-1926). 
 
Daniel was also active in Sunday school work and, around 1855, organized a Sunday school 
below Harleysville, Montgomery County, Pa. offering the first Sunday school in the vicinity. He 
also organized a German Sunday school at Chester, Delaware County, Pa. with success. 



 
To be continued in the next KKC Newsletter….. 
 
Until then, the sources used for this biography are listed below: 
 
Sources: 
 
Kolb, Kulp, Culp Family Record Book, Daniel Cassel Kolb, Author of the First Kulp Family History, 
pages 26-27 
 
Find-a-Grave, Daniel Kolb Cassel 
 
Find-a-Grave, Germantown Mennonite Cemetery 
 
History of the Mennonites by Daniel Cassel, published 1888 
 
A Genealogical History of the Kolb, Kulp or Culp Family, by Daniel Kolb Cassel, published 1995 
 
A Genealogical History of the Cassel Family in America, Being the Descendants of Julius Kassel 
or Yelles Casssel, of Kreisheim, Baden, Germany, Published 1996 
 
The Family Record of David Rittenhouse, published 1897 
 
Global Anabaptist Encyclopedia Online, Cassel (Kassel) Family 
 
Wikipedia, William Rittenhouse 
 
Wikipedia, David Rittenhouse 
 
PA-Roots.com, E. K. Martin Biography 
 
The Polyglott Bible 
 
Newspapers, The Philadelphia Times, May 2, 1890, Rittenhouse Association formed by 
Descendants of the Astronomer 
 
Newspapers, News Herald, Perkasie, Pa., Dec 3, 1891, Rare Old Bibles 
 
Newspapers, The Philadelphia Times, April 7, 1892, The Mennonites - A Book Review 
 
Newspapers, Wilkes-Barre Semi-Weekly Record, June 23, 1893, Cassel Looking up Rittenhouse 
Family 
 
Newspapers, The Philadelphia Times, June 16, 1694, Rittenhouse Reunion 
 
Newspapers, The Times Leader, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., Oct 18, 1895, History of Old Time Folks, a 
Book Review Of the Kolb Family History 
 
Newspapers, The Philadelphia Times, Feb 22, 1898, Daniel K. Cassel's Funeral


